
Term 2 in Orchard Class

This Term’s Topic: All About Me & Celebrations

Communication, Language & Literacy
We plan to continue our phonics work this term, recapping the sounds we have already learnt, continuing to identify these sounds in words but also learning our new digraph sounds (those single sounds which are made up of two letters e.g. ch, sh, and th.) We will use our phonics understanding to then keep breaking down CVC words in reading and encourage the children to begin to have a go at writing them themselves. 
Speaking and listening will also be a focus this term in the form of our Christmas Nativity.
 
Problem solving, Reasoning & Numeracy
We will start this term by learning how to read data from pictograms, which the festival of Halloween will really help with. This will include number recognition work and consolidation of our counting skills from last term. We will then move on to thinking about numbers which are one more and one less than a given number before having some Celebration fun - learning about days of the week, months of the year and pattern.

Knowledge & Understanding of the World
Our topic this term, lends itself beautifully to this area of learning as we will be finding out about ourselves and how we grow, the human body and how it works and also ways in which we keep healthy. 
As well as this we will also be looking at different traditions for celebrations from across the world in which we will be encouraging the children to ask and answer their own questions  about Halloween, Bonfire night, Armistice day, Diwali and Hanukkah which will provide us with fantastic experiments and cooking sessions along the way too. Of course Christmas gives us a brilliant focus for finding out about the past as well and we will be discussing traditions that people follow.
 
Personal, Social, Emotional Development
All children have settled so well in term 1 and we are sure that this will continue this term. Self-confidence is going to be key for our Nativity this term and we will be encouraging the children to talk about their strengths and feelings throughout the term. Focusing on different world traditions will also allow us to think about safety aspects that we come across in everyday life e.g. Halloween safety, firework safety and safety at Christmas time.
 
Creative Development
Music will be of great importance this term - particularly with the learning of our Nativity songs. The 
children will be making various traditional crafts for different festivals during the term which will involve and encourage development of different fine motor skills and imagination. We will also create different crafts and pictures from across the globe which we are sure the children will love finding out about.
 
Physical Development
Developing our gross motors skills with balance, co-ordination and control is very important in the Orchard class. We are going to be doing this, this term with the focus on Gymnastics - experimenting with movements on, over, around and under different equipment.
We will also continue with our “5-a-day Fitness” which coincides with our learning about keeping healthy and the children are loving it!
 



Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 29th October - First day of Term 2 & Flu Vaccinations in school
Friday 1st November - Halloween Hike afternoon (Sponsored Walk on our school field) & Halloween Craft Workshop for EYFS after school.
Monday 4th November - Clubs to Start this week
Friday 8th November - Non-Uniform Day (Donations of chocolate for our Christmas Fayre Tombola would be gratefully received)
Friday 15th November - Children in Need day (letter to follow) & FOS Christmas Fayre in school from 3.30pm.
Week Commencing 18th November - Road Safety Week
Monday 25th November - “Sports for Champion Day” (Letter in book bags today)
Wednesday 27th November - Parents Evening (3.30 - 8pm)
Wednesday 4th December - All children to make Christingle candles in school ready for 
Friday’s service, please could all children bring an orange into school with them on this day.
Friday 6th December - Christingle Service in Church, all welcome at 2pm
Week Commencing Monday 9th December - Last week of After School Clubs
Monday 9th December - Nativity Dress Rehearsal to whole school.
Tuesday 10th & Wednesday 11th December - Nativity performance to parents at 2pm.
Thursday 12th December - Whole school trip to the Pantomime in Spalding (Late school 
[bookmark: _GoBack]finishing time of 4pm)
Friday 13th December - Christmas Jumper Day (All children welcome to wear a festive jumper to school on this day. A £1 donation would be gratefully received for charity.)
Tuesday 17th December - Christmas Parties in school all afternoon.
Thursday 19th December - Carol Service in Church at 1pm, all welcome. Last day of Term 2 and school finishes at 2pm.
Monday 6th January - First day of Term 3.
Notes:
Uniform & belongings
As the weather is starting to change for the Winter, please could we ask that all children come to school in a jumper or cardigan as well as a coat ready for them to use at play times. Some children have been coming to school just in a t-shirt recently and need to borrow coats or jumpers which we unfortunately do not have enough spares for. Wellies would also be very valuable under your child’s peg in the cloakroom.
Please could we also ask that all your child’s belongings and items of clothing are clearly named (in 
particular fleeces, cardigans and jumpers) to prevent them getting mixed up and lost easily. We do try and encourage our children to place their uniform on their pegs to keep them organised however at this young age it can be difficult and things do get lost at times.  Many thanks.
 Donations
A big thank you to all those people who have already kindly been donating £1 a week to the Orchard class fund. This really is a great help to enhance the children’s learning and enjoyment at school and also allows us to buy snack-time milk for all those children who have already turned the grown up age of 5. We hope that this will continue in the future and hope to be able to provide lots of cooking activities to coincide with our topic this term. Thank you!
 Tuesday 17th December - Party Afternoon!
All children are invited to come to school in their party or fancy dress clothes ready for our class party in the afternoon. A party lunch is provided for all children but please could everyone bring with them a plastic plate, bowl, cup and spoon in a named carrier bag.
 
