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Hello, year 4s! You probably know what this writing is about. Yes! Making the transition from Golden Eagles class to Barn Owls class (year 4 to year 5). Ok then. You are probably thinking right now, why do I need an information leaflet about the transition into year 5? Well, because you can not do the transition day this year and because I know that deep down- even if you don’t know it- you are worried about it. But this is a worry that the current year 5s’ and 6s’ can sort out in 10 minutes! So, let’s get started!

But first, the person who has written this, me, is Erin. I am a year 6 girl who has been in this class for 2 years, so I pretty much know everything about it (I think).

Q. What is a school day like in Barn Owls class?
A. A school day, you are asking. A school day in the top class is not how you might expect it to be. It’s not synchronised marching around the school with Mrs Wood hitting you with a cane if you make one teeny, little mistake. That would be a bit old fashioned and more like the Victorian school! Here is an average school timetable for the day.

· 8:50-9:20=Morning starter. This could be any CGP books we use like maths, reading comprehension and G&P (Grammar and Punctuation). It depends what Mrs Wood chooses to do. 
· 9:20-9:30=Mark morning starter. You mark your morning starter as a class discussion on each question.
· 9:30-10:40=Maths. An hour and 10 minutes of pure maths work. The year 5s do maths with Mrs Wood and the year 6 do maths with Mrs Sharman. Some people might also go with Mrs Jones in a small group.
· 10:40-10:50=Break. You are allowed on the field and playground at break but must ask before you go charging on the field to whether you are allowed on.  Try to have your snack and go to the loo at break as well.
· 10:50-12:00=English. This is done in group work, but a few people may be taken out to do different work too.
· 12:00-12:30=Lunch break. It depends whether it is your day on the field whether you are allowed on the field or not, just like in Golden Eagles.
· 12:30-1:00=Lunch. Hot dinners and packed lunches are both allowed. You may watch a movie or play hangman.
· 1:00-2:50=Period 3. You may have any lesson here. History, geography, science, P.E. etc.
· 2:50-3:05=Get ready to go home and go home!
There, a full timetable for an average school day. Ok. So, next question.

Q. What is the best thing/things about being a Barn Owl?
A. I’ve got 3 things that I think are the best. Starbursts. The play. And PGL. 

1. Starbursts. One of the best things in the school. You don’t in Golden Eagles, Robins or Orchard. Only Barn Owls. That is why Barn Owls is the best class. Every time you get a personal best in Spelling or Times Tables you get a Starburst. (If you do not know, they are small, chewy, fruit-flavoured chews!) You can also get one if you get 18/18, 2 weeks in a row in the Spelling test.

2. The play. You actually know what I am talking about by this, don’t you? Yes. THE play. The one and only ‘Goodbye year 6’ play at the end of the year. You may know that we are doing Star Warts: The Umpire Strikes Back and you will be doing something like that; a play by Craig Hawes!

3. PGL. You are probably thinking, how do you know about PGL, you sadly did not do it? Well, EVERYONE knows about PGL. It is like a celebrity in our school. You will go on PGL which is like a few fun days out with no schoolwork at all.

There, the 3 best things about Barn Owls in my opinion.

Q. What are the teachers’ expectations?
A. There are quite a few expectations in this class, but once you know them off by heart you will automatically do them without even thinking. On either the first or second day of Term 1, you will do PSHE and make a class charter. This will have rights and responsibilities on which you will also learn about in that lesson. It will basically have all of the class expectations on which you will have to sign to agree to the charter. I will not tell you any of them as it will spoil the fun for the first day.

Q. What impresses the teachers?
A. Good work really. The main one is just to try your best. It does not matter if you get none right in maths: it just matters whether you try your best. Another is a high level of punctuation. They really like it if you use semi-colons (;) and colons (:) if you are in year 5 but your expected to in every piece of writing in year 6. There are a lot of things that the teachers are impressed by, but you will learn them as you go along.

Q. How do I get rewards?
A. Well, you already know about Starbursts, but you can also get team points for any of the things I mentioned in the last question.  You don’t get team points as much, but you have the responsibility to put them on yourself in break and lunch. The team point charts are kept near the maths working wall, under the whiteboard. Certificates are another one. Well, of course you get certificates as you see us getting them in assembly. Getting them is for mostly continuous good work or because you have done loads of the things from the paragraph before. There is also loads more which you will learn about, once again, when you start.

Q. What about the homework?
A. Don’t worry. You don’t get homework every single night, expected to be in by the next day; that is only at Secondary School. You get homework on Friday night, which is based on the G&P, Maths, Spellings and Times Tables you have learnt about that week.  The date which your homework is expected to be in for is Wednesday. But it is an exception if you were off on Friday, and you then get until Thursday to do it. Your homework is expected to be done and no silly or untrue excuses are allowed. If you are struggling with the work and your parents are too, then you can bring it in and one of the teachers will help you with it. 

Q. What about the reading?
A. Yes. That is everyone’s question. It not very complicated. Just pick a book of the bookshelf, take it home, read it, ask your parents to write in your reading record to confirm you have read, go take it to school with your book tomorrow and put it on the page you used on your desk in front of you for Mrs Sharman to sign. When you finish the book, put it in the quarantine box by the bookshelf for the reading monitors to sort out. It is also allowed to bring in books from home to read but they go home once you have finished them as they are not school’s books. Most of the books from the Barn Owls bookshelf will say either Mrs Wood or Tom Wood in them as most of the books are Mrs Wood and her son’s books. If a book doesn’t then it is probably a schoolbook or a new book. If you want to read a book that you do not have and is not on the Barn Owls bookshelf, then you can politely ask if Mrs Wood has the book at home and she will bring it in the next day if she does!

Q. What will we learn about next year?
A. Ah, you’re curious about what you will be learning next year, I see. Well, I’ll tell you! Of what I know of, you will be learning about Japan, the Victorians and Ancient Greece. I think that is the three Topics you will be learning about anyway! But unfortunately, you do not get to go to Japan on a school trip or Greece: that is only in Secondary school. Now, I’ll let you into a secret! Once you finish a topic, you get a fun day which you dress up on and learn exciting, extra information about them. So, hope that answers your question!

Q. Are the year 6’s looking forward to us coming in?
A. Well, you know them, unlike me. You have never been in a class with me as I will be moving into year 7 in September, but you do know the new year 6s’! If you do have any worries about the year 6s’ then you can go and talk to Mrs Hall at breaktime or ask if you can have a private talk in her room if you don’t have one every week already. I’m sure the year 6s’ are really looking forward to having you back in a class with them but like I said, go and talk to Mrs Hall if you are still worried after reading this! 

Q. How strict is the discipline? 
A. Don’t worry! We do not detentions in Barn Owls class. Phew! It’s not strict at all to be honest! Phew again! But there is discipline like in every other class sadly. I’ll give you the few main ones and the rest you will get to know.

1. Staying in at break time. Well, you have that in Golden Eagles, so you sort of know this. This can happen if the whole class get punished for something (even if you were not involved). That might only be for 2 minutes though, so no need to worry! This can also be if you have had continuous bad behaviour and if that continues, you might be staying in at lunch as well.
2. Writing. The real daemon and devil. I do not mean English Language- writing- I mean skipping the fun and then the devildaemon will come and ruin the fun! Ok. Maybe I am exaggerating just a teensy-weensy bit. But anyway, back to the point. This is always a whole class punishment, once again, even if you didn’t get involved with the bad behaviour. All, you have to do is get a piece of paper and write down the expectations of the class in full sentences for about half an hour. Easy peasy lemon squeezy!

That is the main 2 that I can think of anyway.

Q. Are Mrs Wood and Mrs Sharman nice?
A. Yes. Of course they are. Well, if you don’t believe me they are a teacher just like Mrs Stuart, Mrs Jones, Mrs Wilson and Mrs Paul. Well, they’re nice and that is all that matters. If you are struggling on a question, just put your hand up and they will come and help you, but they may not come straight away if there are other people with their hands up too or they do not see your hand.

Q. Am I allowed to go to the toilet in lessons?
A. That. was one of my questions when I came into year 5 too! Well, it’s one of everyone’s main questions when moving into year 5. Yeah! Until you get to Secondary school… The best time to go is at breaktime, lunchtime or home time, if you are not completely desperate.  My advice, if you usually go to the loo in lessons, is when you come into school, before break, at break, at lunch, once in the afternoon and at home time. Just ask if you need too though! 

Q. Does Mrs Wood sing constantly?
A. (I just added in this question for a bit of humour!) No! Of course not. She may be our singing teacher, but she doesn’t sing all of the time. It would be a bit distracting. When you do sing though, she does like singing along too.

So, there is your leaflet getting you ready for moving into Barn Owls. If you are still worried or have anymore questions either ask me when you see me in the corridors or talk to Mrs Hall about it. Hope this has answered many of your questions and private thoughts.

By Erin!    
   
