		  Thursday 1st July 2021


Dear new Year 5 Barn Owls,

Greetings, new Year 5 children! You have made it to Barn Owls Class (the best class of them all). It is an honour to be a Barn Owl and it’s an honour to have you in the class too! As I can imagine you are nervous to be in a new class that you haven't been in before, however I know that you'll fit in just fine and get used to all the rules very soon. Mrs Wood (your new teacher) is very excited to have you in her class and I'm sure Mrs Sharman is ecstatic to teach you grammar and punctuation: she is the queen of grammar. 

School day

We first start the day off with a morning starter that includes grammar, reading or Maths. This would usually take 10 minutes or more — no one particularly likes these (especially on a Monday morning)! However, they do help us improve on our learning. Later on, we start to get ready for Maths. The two year groups split up and you will stay in the classroom with Mrs Wood and Mrs Jones. After this is break time where we have 5 to 10 minutes outside unless it is chack-ing it down. Who wants to play in the rain after all? The next lesson is English where we may write about Anglo Saxons or Vikings. In the afternoon, Mrs Wood plans out different things so this can often be a surprise. 

Mrs Wood’s expectations

Even though we have lots of fun in our class, each Barn Owl student is expected to do and finish the tasks given. You should always listen to your peers and especially your teacher. Expectations also include your handwriting to be neat, respecting others with polite manners and always work your best. To impress Mrs Wood you should never give up and definitely watch Totoro — her favourite Japanese animation! What’s better than a cartoon?

Homework and reading

Every Friday, we get 4 to 6 sheets of homework including spellings, timetables, English and Maths. These should all be completed to your best ability by Wednesday. On Friday, we have a spellings test which includes 18 spellings and also a timetables test; you do 96 questions. Every morning or night, you are required to read up to 15 or more pages of your chosen book, either from school or your own personal collection. For example, I have chosen to read my own book — Hetty Feather by Jacquline Wilson. 

Topics

When you’re in Year 5, you will be learning a range of terrific topics such as:
· Japan
· Ancient Greece
· The Victorians
· Evolution
· Healthy Lifestyles
· Buddhism 


My favourite topic was Japan, I especially enjoyed the calligraphy as I really like art. I wonder what will be your favourite.

Looking forward

As I am not going to be in your class when you join Barn Owls, you will have the new Year 6s to guide you and give you any advice that you may need as we did to them. I am sure they are looking forward to have you in their class, as you have been with them already in Golden Eagles. 

Other important things
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When I was in Year 5, I enjoyed doing lots of sports. My favourite was rounders. We played lots of fun games and built up good teamwork and so friendships, as I hope you do with the Year 6s. 

Kind regards

Your new Year 7 friend, 
Abbie Jones



